VOA trd chuyén cing Khdi Nguyén Thi Ca Quoc Gia
My goc Viét, Alexandra Huynh

VOA, 13/06/2021
Titi Mary Tran

Alexandra Huynh (Huynh Thuy An), Khoi Nguyén Thi Ca Quéc Gia My goc Viét khi phong van truc
tuyen voi VOATiengviet. (Titi Mary Tran/VOA Vietnamese)

SACRAMENTO (Calif.) - Alexandra Huynh, hay Huynh Thuy An, la “nang tho” tré nguoi My gbc
Viét dau tién nhan dugc da}nh hiéu Khoi Nguyén Thi Ca Qudc Gia (National Youth Poet Laureate)
2021 khi ¢6 vira tron 18 tuoi.

Khoéi Nguyén Thi Ca Quéc Gia la danh hiéu trao tang cho mdt nguoi tré dat giai nhat trong cugc thi
dién tho van tai My mdi nam do to chirc Urban Word dé xuéng va thuc hién cing cac chuong trinh
nghé thuat nhan van dia phuong va qudc gia trén khap nudc My, trong d6 c6 Uy Ban Ngh¢ Thuat
Nhén Vin ctua Tong Théng Hoa Ky, Thu Vién Qudc Gia, Vién han 1am cac nha tho My, Hoi Tho
Vian My, Trung Tam ‘Van But” Hoa Ky, va Cave Canem.

Nguoi du tién dat danh hiéu Khoi Nguyén Thi Ca qudc gia 1a ¢6 Amanda Gorman, nam 2017. Co
1a nguoi doc tac pham “The Hill We Climb - Ngon Ddi Ta Leo” ddy cam xuc trong budi 18 nham
chure Tong Théng Joe Biden ngdy 20 Thang Giéng, 2021. Alexandra Huynh la Khoi Nguyén Thi Ca
qudc gia thir nam ciia nwde My va 1a nguoi My gde Viét dau tién nhan duogce danh dy nay.

Cudc thi duge chia 1am nhiéu giai doan. Trudc hét, cac nha tho tré trong ltra tudi tr 13-19 duoc céac
t6 churc ngh¢ thuat va nhan van dia phuong dé cur sau khi dat danh hi¢u Kho6i Nguyén Thi Ca cua
thanh phé minh dang cu ngu. Sau do, tir cuc thi thanh pho 1én dén tiéu bang r6i dugc chon dé dai
dién mot trong bon vung cua Hoa Ky, nhu mlen Tay (13 tiéu bang trong do c6 California, Hawaii
and Alaska), mién Trung Tay (12 tiéu bang), mién Pong Bic (9 tiéu bang bao gém tiéu bang New
York), va mién Nam Hoa Ky (16 tiéu bang bao gdm Texas), dé thi tho dat danh hiéu Khoi Nguyén
Thi Ca Quéc Gia.

Ban giam khao chon Iya Khoi Nguyén Thi Ca qudc gia khong nhitng dia vao tai thi tho ma con dya
vao cac dong gop cho xa hoi va hoat dong cong dong ciing nhu kha ning 1anh dao cta nhitng ngudi
tré nay.


https://www.voatiengviet.com/author/titi-mary-tr%E1%BA%A7n/uky_o
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N Palrlck Semansky, Pool (AP)

Amanda Gorman doc tho tai 1& ding quang Tong Thong MYV Joe Biden. (AP photos/Patrick
Semanski - Pool)

Thi tho (poetry slam) la cach thi khi cac tuyén sinh glién tho cua chinh minh tru6e dam dong khan
gia, va ‘dau tho’ V(’)”i nhau mdc du cac em khong biét nhau. C6 ba dot thi va Huynh Thuc An x&p
hang thir hai trong s6 100 em du thi trong ca ba dot.

Khi phong van v6i VOA Tiéng Viét, nang tho Huynh Thuy An tim sy, “T6i that sy cam thiy vinh
du. T61 nghi van héa Viét Nam rat dep va t61 hanh dién dé dai dién van hoa nay trén binh dién quéc
gia, d¢ dem nhiing cau chuyén [vé vin hoa Viét Nam] 1én hang dau cta tdm thirc nguoi My, boi vi
nguoi Viét 1a nhitng con nguodi kién cuong va ho c6 mot lich sir vo cung xinh dep.”

Téi ton tai dé phuc vu diéu gi dé cao ca hon chinh ban than

Phai goi Huynh Thuy An 1 nang tho vi ¢6 xtmg dang voi danh hidu nay. T lic bay tudi, Thuy An
da bat dau viét nhitng bai hat “tinh,” don gian vi c6 thay nhitng bai hat vé tinh thuong dugc chiéu
trén tivi va nghi d6 1a nhiing gi minh nén viét. “Téi ding cay viét dé bay to nhing cam xiic ciia
minh, dic biét 13 nhimng luc t6i khong biét cach nao dé dién ta nhimg cam xtc d6 bang ngdn ngir
thong thudng,” Alexandra néi véi VOA Tiéng Viét.

Thué thiéu thoi, Thuy An 1a c6 bé it noi. “Toi ludn cam gidc toi 1a mdt ngudi ngoai cudc,”
Alexandra chia sé voi VOA Tiéng Viét. “T6i khong thich néi chuyén véi nguoi la. Khong phai vi
to1 nghi ho khong tha vi ma 1a vi ho 1am t61 sg mdt ti. Nhung da ph?m 1a toi rat thich noi chuyén véi
chinh tdi va nghi mong lung vé thé gioi theo cach cua riéng minh. T6i nhé t6i thuong di bo xung
quanh san choi mot minh va cam thiy rat thoai mai vi toi khong s¢ nhirng gi dang xay ra trong dau
t6i va ciing khong so ddi dién véi sy that hién dién trudc mat t6i ¢ thé gidi bén ngoai.’

Mic du vay, Khoi Nguyén Thi Ca qudc gia thir nim cta My van chua vuot qua dugc su e 18 cia
chinh minh cho t&i nam 16p 11, khi ¢ tir thach thirc ban than bang cach dit cau hoi trong 16p hoc.
Trudng hoc & M§ ludn khuyén khich hoc sinh nén dit cau hoi va chit vn nhiing diéu ho thic mic
hay chua hiéu trong 16p hoc.

“Luc t6i dang hoc 16p 11, t6i bat dau thach thirc ban than dé dat cau hoi trong 16p. Piéu nay c6 vé
rt thong thudng nhung trudc d6 toi nghi téi khong phai 1a ngudi hay hoi dap trong 16p hoc, mic du
to1 ludn ludn 1a mot hoc sinh cham chi. To61 chi nhén thong tin roi chép nhén no6 thay vi thach thirc



ban than xem thir c6 16 hong nao trong céi logic dugc trinh bay, hay muong tuong thir co didu gi d6
xa hon nhirng gi duoc day bao,” Thuy An ké véi VOA Tiéng Viét.

“Roi tir lac to1 luyén tép ‘co bap’ no6i va ‘co bip’ suy nghi siu sic, t61 bét dau hiéu va dua trai
nghiém sbng tir cong dong vao nhén thure cua t61. Ttr nho t61 lu6n hiéu rang toi khong phai 1a trung
tAm cuia vil try, va toi luén mudn 1am hét sirc ciia minh dé déng gop cho cong ddng vi didu nay lam
cho téi vui.

"Nhung méi cho t&i luc 16 tudi t6i mdi cam nhén rang t6i 16n hon ban than va trai nghiém cta chinh
t0i, lac d6 t6i mdi bat dau nghiém ra rang, ‘OKk, toi ton tai dé phuc vu di€u gi d6 cao ca hon chinh
minh,”” Thyuy An chia sé tiép.

Tho khéong phai la cach duy nhat, nhung 1a cach ty nhién nhat dé toi biéu 16 cam xtc

Dbdi véi bd me cua Thuy An, ho khong hiéu tai sao mot cd bé rét thich hoc toan va cac mén khoa
hoc tu nhién lai c6 tai va dam mé thi tho viét van dén nhu thé. C6 18 ho chua cam nhan dugc kha
nang thién phu tir dra con gai sinh déi cua minh. Ong ba Huynh c6 bén dta con, hai trai, hai gai.
Con trai dau long va con trai Gt, con Thuy An 13 mot trong hai chi em sanh d6i o giita.

Nhung ddi vai Thuy An, diéu nay dén véi c6 mot cach rat tu nhién. Boi vi, “viét tho ddi vai toi rat
riéng tu,” Thuy An néi véi VOA Tiéng Viét. “Mbi lan toi viét xong mot bai tho, nhu thé toi dugc
thd phao nhe nhom vi t61 da sap x€p dugc nhirng cam xtc cua t61 va dua nhiing cam xtc do cach xa
t6i. Hon nira, viét tho giap toi g0 roi nhitng suy nghi ctia minh trén gidy to va né lam dau oc toi
dugc 1o rang. To61 thim cam on viét tho vi n6 cho t6i mot khong gian lanh manh va an toan,” Thuy
An tam su tlep.

C6 thé kinh nghiém doi ciia c6 bé 18 tudi chua nhiéu 1im. Nhung néu tinh luén nhitng ky trc van
con luu dong tir luc 7 bay tudi cung véi nhiing hoat dong xa hoi dong gop cong dong khong ngimng,
ban ning thu nhap kién thirc nhanh chdng, cong véi kha ning can bang giita van héa Viét & nha va
vin hoa My ¢ hoc dudng thi kinh nghiém doi ciia Thuy An c6 thé duoc 11 nam roi.

“Trong dot thi hai thi tho, toi nhé t6i 12 ngudi My géc A duy nhat trong hoi truong d6, ngoai trir
mot ¢d trong ban to chirc. Sau khi t6i dién tho xong, cd nay dén véi t6i va noi, ‘Thank you, cam on
ban da dai dién cho chung ta, di ké nhiing ciu _chuyén cua ban vi n6 nhu thé noi vé toi.” Luc do, toi
da dién mat bai tho no6i 1én cam xuc cua to1 vé phia canh bén trong cua h¢ thong gido duc, khi hoc
sinh bi quy thanh nhiing con 5O thong ké va n6 rat mat nhan dao. C6 ay néi v0i to1 bai tho d6 thét sy
cam hoéa cd 4y. Va toi cam nhan rang viét tho khong chi cho riéng t61. Toi viét vi khi toi chia sé véi
nguoi khac, tho co thé dem lai su thoai mai va danh thirc ho dé ho tu ké nhitng cau chuyén riéng
ctia ho,” Thuy An ké v6i VOA Tiéng Viét. P6i v6i cam xtc cua t6i, tho khong phai 1a cach duy
nhat dé t6i bay to tam su. Toi thuong cb gang di bo, ngdi thien va hit tho that sau. Nhung ddi véi
t0i, tho 1a c4ch tu nhién nhét dé t6i boc 10 ban tanh va cam xtc clia minh, Thuy An nhén dinh.

“Pé t61 dugc hanh phic, t6i chi can mot nén gido duc, mot cong dong thuong t61, va nang luong dé
t61 dung nén giao duc do phuc vu cong dong,” Khoi Nguyen Thi Ca quoc gia Alexandra Huynh lap
lai nhing tho 16 chan thanh ¢6 da néi véi me khi hai me con ngdi cling nhau trong xe.

Sau dy 1a bai tho Huynh Thuy An da chon dé doc cho VOA Tiéng Viét. Bai tho néi vé trai nghiém
ctia mot hoc sinh nguoi My gde Viét trong hoc duong My. C6 viét tac pham nay vi cd cam thay,
“diéu duy nhat nghe dugc vé con nguoi Viét lac t6i 16n 1én 13 1am sao dé ho nam trong khuén khé
Chién Tranh Viét Nam, va nguoi Viét luc nao cling dugc nhéc t6i nhu 12 mot nan nhan, mot 16p
ngudi ti nan.” C6 wéc mong co lich str day vé nguoi My gdc Viét rang ho 1a nhitng nguoi kién
cuong, va ho c6 dong gop nhiéu trong céc lanh vuc nhu khoa hoc, k¥ thuat, nhan van.



Autumn Prayers

it is here I receive all news

old news of the world

not my own but with a passable scent

from an old man

with passable pity

he tells me about unit title lesson number
& | swallow

until he mentions Vietnam

(the war)

that is when | really start to listen

if I can’t be heroine

call me ornament immigrant

o the boats

& the people on those boats

so brave so different

from the refugees now we owed them

| moisten my tongue

at the sound of almost home

as the name Duong Thu Huong loses

its river in the teacher’s mouth

and no one asks why

my face is wet

& remembering my one sad desk

in the desolation of that classroom

| write a prayer for the children who fill it next
let the children speak their names as their mothers do
let the chorus sing it back or try & try

let the stories have no accent

& some sounds remain untranscribed

let the children fill the space with memory
yes the coriander. yes the silk. yes the stomp.
yes the beads. yes, the duplex. The asphalt.
yes, the drum. the honey. yes the incense.



yes the white bread. the sneakers. the stars.

yes, the chainlink. the copper. yes the river. the curls.
yes the ballads. yes the bell, the cable buzz. the clay.
yes the multiple. the many. yes the love. yes the love.
let the memories be told by the hearts they tumored
let the children know their melancholy name

let them shape the vowels into hope

& draw from ancestral hymn

let honor make no hostages of them

let their bloodlines become primary text

let what they’ve seen become their language

Loi nguyén cau mua thu

day 1a noi t61 nhan moi thong tin

mau tin xua cii ciia thé gisi

chang cua riéng t6i

nhung phang phat mui cam thong

tor mdt ong gia

vo1 long cam thong thuong hai

ong giang cho toi

vé bai hoc tén gi s6 may

& t6i nudt xudng

cho dén khi 6ng nhic dén Viét Nam

(cudc chién)

khi d6 t6i bat dau that su ling nghe

néu t6i khong thé 14 nguoi hiing

g0i toi nguoi di dan gwong mau

6i nhitng chiéc thuyén

& nhitng nguoi trén nhitng chiéc thuyén dy
can dam biét bao & khdc xa

dam ty nan dwong thoi chung ta no ho

toi ngam chat ludi

nghe am thanh than thuoc gan nhu nha minh

khi tén Duwong Thu Hirong mat di dong song



trong miéng l3o thay

va chang ai budn héi vi sao

madt toi gian giva

& nhé dén chiée ban budn bi trong goc x6 16p hoc

t6i viét 101 nguyén cau cho lii tré sip vao chat 16p nay

hay dé dam tré dugc xung tén ching nhu me chung da timg goi thé
hay dé diép khuc dugc xuéng lai hay ¢b ging & cb ging nhu thé
hay dé nhitng cau chuyén khong pha chét tro tre & giir lai thanh 4m khong phién dich
hay dé 1ii tré dién vao khoang tréng bang ky trc

i thi rau ngo. ir thi to lua. ir thi tiéng gidgm chan.

i thi trang hat. U thi can nha déi. nhwa dwong.

ir thi tiéng trong. mdt ngot. i thi nén hirong.

w thi banh mi. nhitng doi giay. nhitng ngoi sao.

i thi day xich. dong kém. ir thi dong séng. lon toc.

i thi ca khiic. ir tiéng chudng, nhitng x6n xao truyén hinh day cdp, dat sét.
it thi nhitng s6 nhdn. so nhiéu. i tinh yéu. i tinh yéu.

hay dé ky trc duoc ké lai bang nhitng khdi u moc trong tim

hay cho 1t tré biét tén goi thuc thu cua ndi budn

hay dé chung két 4m thanh thanh hy vong

& riit tia tir nhitng bi hing ca cta to tién

hay dé danh dy khong bat chung lam con tin

hay dé huyét thong chiing tré thanh nguyén ban

hay dé nhitng gi mét thay tai nghe trd thanh ngdn ngir chinh.

(Alexandra Huynh - Hoa Binh Lé phong dich)



