VAN DE LA O NIEM TIN

Hoang Ngoc Nguyén

Hang nam c& mua khai thué, nop thué dén, khi mia xuan da tran khip noi noi, nang dén ryc ré tir
sang som, thi trong long nguoi ngudi lai bén chon, toan tinh nam nay minh s& phai dong gop bao
nhiéu cho ngan sach nha nuéc, khoan nao duoc mién giam, khoan nao tranh duoc, va cudi ciing cé
thé 1ay lai duogc bao nhiéu. Chiang may ai nd nic, han hoan trong mét dip hiém c6 lam nghia vu
cong dan, boi thé nha nudc ciing diing ngoi khong yén. Mot mét ho van lo nguoi dan, nhat la gioi
lam an, s& tim du cach dé “chay thué” (LAy tur kinh nghiém cua tong théng hién nay, 6ng van nhin
nhan trong biét bao tu hao Ia trong ca cugc doi kinh doanh cia 6ng, chua c6 cudc dau tranh nao
quyét liet déi v6i dng hon 14 tranh cdi vai co quan thué vy, va bai hoc 6ng van rit ra: truong ky
khang chién, nhat dinh thang lgi. Ctr gan I mac ca, doi khi d6i thi moi mét va chap nhan mot thoa
hiép c6 loi cho ta), va duong nhién ho chay cang gioi thi nhitng 16 héng trong ngan sach nha nudc
cang lon. Nha nuéc thu duoc it nhicu 1a tiy theo mire d6 thinh suy cia nén kinh té, chinh sach thué
cua chinh phu cing véi nhu cau ngan sach, va cudi cung 1a kha nang chay cua nguoi dan. Tu do,
ngudi ta ciing c6 thé biét dugc mirc do thu nhap tang hay giam cia ngudi dan, s6 phan tram ngudi
dan khong phai tra thué...

Mua thué nim nay, nguoi ta dac biét quan tam vi vai 1&.

Cubi thang chap nam 2017, Téng théng Trump da tich cuc van dong dé cho Québc Hoi théng
qua mot dao luat nang dau 4n caa dng, Tax Cuts and Jobs Act (TCJA - Pao luat vé Giam thué va
Viéc 1am) ma 6ng néi s& lam giam thué cho cac doanh nghiép, ngudi gidu ciing nhu ké nghéo. Cac
doanh nghiép, theo dng Trump, duoc giam thué s& phan khoi, do d6 vira tang luong cho cdng nhan
vira manh tay dau tu, do d6 s& tao thém cdng an viéc 1am cho nguai dan. Ong Trump khdng néi vi
sao phai giam thué cho nguoi gidu, nhung dai khai “c6 nguoi thi méi c6 ta”. Nguoi nghéo chi gioi
néi miéng, ngudi gidu méi c6 kha niang dong gop cho quy van dong, nhat 1a bau ct lai sap t6i noi.
Va duong nhién, nguoi ta chi mé rong hau bao cho ngudi cia minh. Cho nén, giam thué cho nguoi
giau thi duong nhién ngén sach chinh phu phai chiu thiét thoi thém thdm hut, nhung la nguoi 1&nh
dao chinh phu tirc ¢6 trach nhiém bao toan ngan sach, 6ng Trump ciing hleu dugc qui luat cua muon
doi “khéo an thi no, khéo co thi 4m”. Pang Cong Hoa cua dng Trump van quen véi chuyen cit cac
ngan sach Medicaid, Medicare... cua nguoi gia, nguoi nghéo, tré em (CHIP) dé bao dam ngan sach
thang bang, lanh manh, chang bd cho nguoi Dan Chu, ¢t doi ting tién phuc lgi ndy, tién no, nham
vui 1ong ctr tri di dan. Con nguoi nghéo (trung leu ¢ gitta hay dudi va gisi lao dong chiém khoang
50% lop dudi), dng Trump noi ho s& déng thué it di thi loi tac gia tang, ¢6 co hoi “thang tién giai
cap” (chir hay duoc ndi dén 1a social mobility). C6 thém tién thi ho chi thém (mua thém mi goi, Diet
Coke, Ice Cream sugar free chiang han), duong nhién ciing cé tac dung kich thich kinh té (cua Trung
Qudc), tirc thic day san xuit va tao thém cong an viéc 1am (cho Hoa Luc). Boi vay ma dao luat cua
6ng mang tén hap dan: giam thué (cho ngudi giau) ting cong (viéc cho ngudi nghéo).



Puong nhién, Tong thong Trump phai xem dao luat cia 6ng quan trong hon nhiéu phan so
véi luat vé bao hiém y té dai ching cua cuu Tong théng Barack Obama duoc ban hanh nam 2010.
Chang thé ma 6ng ctr lién tyc, kién tri tim di moi céch dé huy bo Obamacare, dii Qudc Hoi chang
chiu 1am vira long 6ng. Ong khéng chiu Obamacare cha yéu l1a vi day 1a mot dao luat c6 tinh lich st
nhu luat vé An sinh X4 hoi (1933) cua Tong thdng Franklin Roosevelt thoi Pai khing hoang hay
luat vé Medicare, Medicaid (1965) cua Tong théng Lyndon Johnson thoi “Dai x4 hoi”. Luat bao
hiém y té nay lai c6 tén mot nguoi Tong thong Trump van nghi ngd vé gidy khai sinh cho di moi
day ong lai lam nguoi ta hoang mang khong biét 6ng Trump cha thuc su sinh ra ¢ dau: My hay
Puc! Khi tiép mot nguoi chi huy khdi NATO, Tong thu ky Jens Stoltenberg, tai Toéa Bach Oc, vi
6ng Stoltenberg nay la nguoi Puc, nén 6ng Trump noi cha 6ng Fred Trump “xin” 1am, sinh ra ¢
“mot noi tuyét voi trén nude buc, cho nén dng Trump con van ¢ nhiing tinh cam “tuyét voi” véi
nugc Bic. Tuy nhién, glay khai sinh cua ong Fred Trump ghi nam 1905 ¢ New York! Bao chi noi
¢6 18 6ng Trump chi mudn no6i ngudn gbe Bic Québc xa cua minh!

Ong Trump con khong chiu cai luat y té cua ngudi khong doi troi chung nay 1a vi hai 18
chinh theo kiéu Iy luan “y thac hé” cua dang ta (Cong Hoa): thir nhat, chinh phu lién bang da nhiéu
viéc, da phai chi nhiéu chuyén trong khi thu thué I1a chuyén bét dac di, cho nén khong cé ly do gi
phai 6m stirc khoe cua nguoi dan lam chuyén cua minh; thir hai, sicc khoe la chuyén céa nhan, la
quyén ca nhan caa nguoi dan (liberty!), khong thé bit nguoi ta mua bao hiém, cho du ngudi ta
chang bénh tat gi; nguoc lai, moi cdng dan c6 y thire déu phai tu lo cho minh chuyén nay, chang
phai 1a trdch nhiém cua chinh phu hay y lai chinh sach phdc lgi hay an lac cua nha nuéc. Trong
tham y, nhitng nguoi khdng du suc lo bao hiém cho minh hin phai la di dan bat hop phép (Latino
hay Hispanic) hay bon khung bb (Hoi gido) hay ngudi vo trach nhiém (da den). Con dao luat cua
6ng 12 mot dao luat rat thich hop voi van hoa chinh tri va gi trj nudc My, giéi han vai tro, su can
du, ngan sach cua chinh phu lién bang va thic dy nén kinh té tu ban chu nghia phét trién.

Trong khi @6, nhu ching ta cé thé hiéu, nguoi ta, hay ching ta, dang séng trong mét thoi
kha nghi, chang gi c6 thé tin duoc, chang ai cd thé tin duoc, ngay ca nhirng 10i thuyét phap cua cac
vi “chan” tu tir Viét Nam dwoc moi qua day thinh giang mac du ho chua “hiéu du” vé doi nay noi
chung, va xa hoi My, van hoa My trugc day va ngay nay noi dac thd. Hudng chi noi noi ching ai tin
chinh phu, bai vay ma dan cha dau dau ciing bé tic. C6 I& chi ¢6 nguoi giau (trong do6 khong thiéu
gi cac chinh khach) hay céac cong ty Ié6n nhu Boeing, Ford, Wal Mart... chang han mai tin ¢ Tax
Cuts and Jobs Act. Béi vay, trén giéi truyén thdng chinh leu ma chinh quyén van chup mii 1a “fake
news”, nguoi ta dat ra vai cau hoi mé rong su suy nghi ctia nguoi binh thuong.

Phai chang trong céi luat nay, gigi trung luu hay lao dong chi la “binh phong”, cai voé cho cai
rudt that su 1a 16p 1% hay 5% phla trén trong thang loi tac trong x& hoi? Chuyén “ngudi giau cting
khéc” vi qua ming c6 mot éng tong théng caa minh 1a rd nhu ban ngay. Nhung dong dao I6p dudi,
c6 ngudi dat cau hoi than trong: phai chd xem tinh thué xong, méi hiéu duoc ngudi ta dugc gi, mat
gi qua céi luat giam thué cho nguoi giau dé tang viéc lam cho ngudi nghéo nay. Viéc cat giam thué
nay c6 thyc su lam cho giéi trung luu tra thué it hon, hay lay lai dugc tién tir thué nhiéu hon? So di
ngudi ta dit cAu hoi do 1a vi vai tuan truge khi hét ky han nop thué, mét bao cao nghién ctu do to
c6 uy tin USA Today dua ra cho rang gio phat linh thiéng cua su that da dén: sd tién dugc boi hoan
xem chung it hon nim trudc, va dén 45% nguoi dan 16p dudi khong thay duoc tac dung cua viéc
giam thué, vi 1& dé hiéu thu nhap cua ho khdng du dé dong thué.

Nguoi ta ¢6 ¥ mong cho xem Tong thdng Donald Trump s& néi gi trong mia thué nam nay.
Puong nhién 6ng s& néi dén tac dung cua luat giam thué cta ong, nhung liéu ong c6 dam chung
minh trudng hop cua chinh minh dé thuyét phuc ngudi dan, nho viéc giam thué ndy ma nam nay
ong cling duoc giam thué bao nhiéu va loi tic sau khi tra thue cua ong lén bao nhiéu. Nhung 6ng
Trump von 1a ngudi than trong, khdn ngoan, té nhi. Strc may 6ng 1én tleng tryc tiép cho du dng van
hay noi tat ca moi chuyén trén doi nay, trong hon 7 ti ngudi trén toan cau, chi c6 duy nhat minh 6ng



lam duoc, va mot minh 6ng ciing da roi. Chang can ai gidp sac. Ong biét nguoi ta dang dé trong
dau chuyén dng 1 tong thdng duy nhat trong lich st dam dau nhem hé so thué caa minh. Trong bau
ctir nam 2016, 6ng ndi so thué chua audit (duyét lai) hd so thué 5 nam qua caa 6ng, cho nén 6ng
chua cong bd duoc. Va lai, 6ng néi: “Ngudi dan chang ai can biét hd so thué cua tong thdng cua
minh”. Nay thi Ha Vién nhit quyét doi Bo Ngan khé phai cong bb hd so thué cua 6ng vi ho ngay
cang td mo chuyén 1am an cua 6ng, cua con, cua ré. Cudc dau tranh nay cé thé kéo dai, nhung 6ng
van quyét dau tranh t6i ciing, va ciing tin rang ct tri cia 6ng s& chang quan tam gi dén chuyén do.
Noi thé nao di nira, nguoi ta khong thé khong nga non kham phuc dng, mot ngudi chi ¢ thd khong
c6 ban, va mot minh phai duong dau véi bao nhiéu cudc tan cong tir moi phia. La thay, la thay!

Tuy 6ng khong Ién tiéng, nhung dng khong thiéu gi nhitng thudc ha trung thanh sin sang Ién
tiéng thay cho 6ng sau khi 6ng da lam mot loat sang loc nhan sy sau bau cir gitra muia khién cho Ha
Vién nay da doi chu. Vi du rd rang la dng B¢ truong Tu phap méi William Barr, qua cudc hop bao
ngay 18-4 trusc khi cong bé hd so diéu tra vé chuyén 6ng Trump va nguoi cua ong co thé thong
ddng voi Nga, da dé rd mot long mot da véi téng théng, cir nhat quyét noi theo tong thong: “Khéng
théng ddng, khong can tré™ (no collusion, no obstruction) cho du doc ban vin béo cao nay caa Bién
ly Pic biét Robert Mueller, du bi 6ng Barr bdi den nhiéu doan, nguoi ta van thiy lap 16 sy thong
ddng va nhitng nd luc quyét liét ngan chan cudc diéu tra. Ngay 17-4, 6ng Steven Mnuchin, dng b
truong ngan khé ting noi chua thé cong bd hd so thué cua téng thong vao ldc nay, da viét trén
CNN, hang thong tan 6ng Trump van nguyén riia tham t&, mot bai binh luan c6 twa: “The Tax Cuts
and Jobs Act is working” (Bao luat Giam thué va Viéc 1am dang c6 hi¢u qua). Ong viét theo I6i néi
rat gan giii v6i dng Trump: “Pay 1a nam dau tién ma nhitng loi ich cua luat TCJA da cai thién cudc
séng cua nguoi dan ching ta. Thuc ra, ching toi hai 10ng bao céo rang ching ta da qua dugc mot
nam c6 thém viéc lam, tang céng x4, dau tu kinh doanh mé mang va giam mic ng thué”.

Theo Mnuchin, suat thué thip hon, muac loi tac khong tinh thué cao hon (standard
deductions) va tin thué cho tré em nhiéu hon da c6 ich cho hau hét nguoi My. Theo dng, nam 2017
mét gia dinh ngudi My tiéu biéu kiém dugc khoang $75.000, tra thué khoang $3.983. Nam nay ho
chi tra thué $1.739, tac giam dugc $2.244. Ong ndi c6 dén 80% nguoi tra thué duoc tinh 1a giam
thué, “c6 nghia 1a hon 140 triéu gia dinh My hau nhu tiét kiém duoc thué nho TCJA”. Ong khong
noi trong “140 triéu gia dinh” d6, bao nhiéu duoc trg cip phic lgi va bao nhiéu dugc mién tra thué.
Ong con muon dip ndy dé néi “Trong tam nam trudc thoi Tong théng Trump, tién cong nguoi My
taing & muc tdi thiéu, trung binh 2.1% va chua dén 0.4% mot nam. Nhitng ngay tri tré d6 da cham
dut. Ngudi My mot 1an nira bat dau thay gia tang tién cong dang ke, nhat 1a gisi cong nhan luong
thip”. Ong ciing két luan: “Kinh té My ngay nay manh hon so véi trudc day khi chua c6 dao luat
nay. Su lac quan cua gidi kinh doanh va tiéu thy da tro lai. Bau tu vao tu ban dang gia ting. Nguoi
My dang tr¢ lai tham gia lao dong, ngudi tiéu thu c6 tién trong tai nhiéu hon. Gigi kinh doanh maot
lan nira dang thay mot moi trudng dap tng su sang tao va nang dong cua minh. Chuong trinh kinh
te ctia Tong théng Trump dang dan dén nhiéu cong an viéc 1am va tién cong gia ting cho nguoi dan
can cl lao dong”.

Van dé& 1a & chd niém tin cua nguoi dan. Nguoi binh thuong khong thé tin dng Mnuchin hon
tin & 6ng tong thong caa dng — hay cua minh. Va chidng ta dang ¢ vao mot thoi diém cuc ky té nhi
vé mit chinh tri: nguoi cua dng chang quan tdm lam dén hu thyuc trong nhirng gi 1anh tu n6i, ma
ngudi khéng dong tinh, dong tinh véi dng lubn ludn hiéu nguoc lai nhitng gi dng noi.

D6 1a mot van dé vé stc thuyét phuc trong thdng dat thoi nay. Con van dé khac nira: ngudi
suy nghi hon vé chuyén kinh té thoi nay van nghi rang cai lgi nho nhoi caa phan 16n nguoi dan tra
thué mat hai trim mot thang khong thé so sanh véi cai lgi vai traim ngan caa nguoi giau, vai triéu
hay vai chuc triéu caa cac doanh nghiép do chuyén giam thué nay.

Van dé khac nita: ngudi ta noi cai “gbi kich thich” cua dng Trump (do chuyén giam thué cho
doanh nghiép va nguoi giau) vira dang mat tac dung vira lam cho ngéan sach thém thiéu hut, no nan.



Chang thé ma 6ng Mitch McConnell, chu tich phe da s6 Co6ng Hoa tai Thuong vién, vira qua lia
than ngan sach chiu hét n6i ganh ning Medicare va Medicaid, bai thé phai cét giam tién cho nguoi
gia, ngudi nghéo, ngudi phé tat ma thoi.

Tiép theo bai cua Mnuchin, CNN ciing dua 1én mét bai phan tich kinh té sau sac hon, c6 tua
“4 ways Trump’s tax cuts changed the American economy” — 4 céch viéc cat giam thué da lam thay
ddi kinh t& My. (1) Thué doanh nghiép da roi xudng trién da, gay tham thang tram trong hon
(Corporate taxes fell off a cliff, fueling deeper deficits). Piéu nay dé hiéu: thué suat loi tic doanh
nghiép giam tir 35% con 21%. Di nhién doanh nghi¢p reo ho, nhung thu ngan sach thiéu hut nang;
(2) Suc day kinh te trong doan ky dang mat dan hiéu lyc (a short- term economic boost is fading).
Diéu nay chang can ban céi: suét tang truong kinh té da giam trong may thang qua va s& giam manh
hon niam nay. Nguoi ta nay dang ndi dén suy thoéi sé tro lai; (3) Nguoi gidu huong loi manh hon
nguoi nghéo. Ai chang bict diéu nay! Mot hau qua dwong nhién cua lut thué cho ngudi giau la
khoang céach bat binh dang thu nhap (income inequality) dang khoi rong. Nguoi kiém dudi $50.000
chi tang thu nhap khoang 0.6% ($300); nguoi kiém tir nira triéu dén 1 tridu, muc tang loi tuc la
5.2% ($26.000-52.000); va (4) Nhitng hiéu ung khac: qua sém dé noi, quéa kho dé thay Vi du nhu
trong truong hop thi trudng dia oc. No6i chung, theo tac gia, nhitng ddu hiéu ¢ tinh “lan 16n” cho
nén chua thé két luan dugc.

Nhung c¢6 mot diéu tap chi Rolling Stone da két luan kha vitng chic: nhiéu cong ty kiém
duoc 10i hang ty d6 la nhung nho hé théng ma sé thué cua 6ng Trump 16n xén ma it nhat 26 cong ty
I6n da khong phai dong thué. Trong do, co: Amazon : $10.8 ty; Delta Air Lines: $5 ty; Chevron : $4.5 ty;
General Motors : $4.3 ty; EOG Resources : $4 ty; Occidental Petroleum : $3.4 ty; Duke Energy : $3 ty;
Dominion Resources : $3 ty; Honeywell International : $2.8 ty; Deere: $2.2 ty; American Electric Power :
$1.9 ty; Kinder Morgan : $1.8 ty; Public Service Enterprise Group : $1.8 ty; Principal Financial : $1.6 ty;
FirstEnergy : $1.5 ty; Prudential Financial : $1.4 ty; Xcel Energy : $1.4 ty; PulteGroup : $1.3 ty; Molson
Coors : $1.3 ty; Devon Energy : $1.3 ty; Pioneer Natural Resources : $1.3 ty; DTE Energy : $1.2 ty;
Wisconsin Energy : $1.1 ty; PPL : $1.1 ty; Halliburton : $1.1 ty; Ameren : $1 ty.

Khi doc danh séch nhiing dai cong ty nhu thé ma dugc mién thué, chic chén nguoi thi lac dau, nguoi
thi tho dai. Chang ai c6 thé hiéu dugc! Nhung nguoi ta vi thé ¢6 thé hiéu rd hon Tong thong-oan gia cua
minh.




