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Bit ddu tir cudc biau cie tong thong ndm 2000, bdo dai & Mij bit diu sie dung hai mau
xanh va do dé’ phin bi¢t anh hweong cua hai dang tai cic tiéu bang.

Vi vdy, cac ti€u bang 6@ My chia thanh hai khéi mau, véi cic chinh sich trdi
ngugc, c6 thé mau thuan véi nhau.

Bat dau tlir cudc bau ctr tong thong nam 2000, bao dai & My bat dau st dung
hai mau xanh va do d€ phan biét anh hudng cta hai dang tai cac tiéu bang.
Nhitng noi dan bé phiéu cho Tong thong George W. Bush, Cong Hoa, duwoc
t6 do, cho Pho Tong thong Al Gore, Dan Chu, t6 mau xanh.

Ttr &6, nhiéu tiéu bang gitt nguyén mau xanh hay dé va mau sac ngay cang
dam hon. Ho6i 1992, chi ¢6 19 tiéu bang, véi khoang mot phan ba dan s6 My,
do mot dang nam quyeén ca hanh phdp (chtic thong d6c) va hai vién lap phép.
Hién nay, ba phan tu dan My song tai cac tiéu bang mot dang chiém doc
quyén nhu vay, 23 tiéu bang Cong Hoa va 14 Dan chu.

Tai cac ti€éu bang “mot mau” nay, cac chinh tri gia lo nhdt la phai vuot qua
clra &i “bau so bd” khi ctt tri mdi dang bé phiéu chon ngudi dai dién cho
minh ra tranh ct. Pay la mét tha tuc ddc biét 6 nuwdc My. Trong nhiéu qudc
gia dan chu khac, viéc chon ttng ctr vién la do gidi lanh dao trong dang phu
trach, ho dé thoa hiép véi nhau hon. O My, nhitng ngudi “tich cuc nhat”
trong mdi dang hang hai di bo phiéu bau so bd. Va ho thuong chi thich chon
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nhtng nguoi c6 khuynh hudng giong nhu ho, khong wa cac tng ct vién 6n
hoa. Ctr tri xanh chon tng ctr vién cyc xanh, d6 chon nguoi hét stee d6; nguoi
dwoc chon thwong tro thanh cuc doan.

Vi vay, cac tiéu bang @ My chia thanh hai khoi mau, véi cac chinh sach trai
nguoc, c6 thé mau thuan véi nhau. Cac tiéu bang theo cac chinh sach kinh t&
khac biét, khi danh thué nang hay nhe, khuyén khich hay ngan can quyén lap
cong doan, ban hanh nhiéu hay it cac luat 1é kinh doanh.

Bénh dich Covid 19 la co hdi tinh trang phan ly hién ra rd rét. Cac tiéu bang
xanh, Dan Chu, thueong dong ctra cac hang quan va budc dan chung phai deo
mang, cach ly, chich ngtra. Cac ti€éu bang do, Cong Hoa, thi ngwoc lai. Hai
dang chon hai wu tién trdi nguegc nhau; bén xanh coi viéc ngan ngtra bénh
dich la quan trong nhat, bén do coi viéc gitr hoat dong kinh t€ binh thwong
moi dang quan tam.

Ti€u bang Mississippi mau do, California mau xanh. Mississippi lam luat cam
pha thai sau 15 tuan 1&; khong bat dan phai chich ngtra Covid 19; khong cho
cac nam luc si doi phai tinh dwoc thi dua véi cac phu nt, van van. Thong doc
Tate Reeves hanh dién coi tiéu bang minh ding dau trong viéc dé cao cac gia
tri c0 truyén. Luat pha thai cia Mississippi 1én toa an t6i cao, nhan dip d6 Toa
x0a bo ludn an 1€ Roe v. Wade, cho cac tiéu bang tu quyét dinh. Ngay sau do,
12 tiéu bang lam luat cAm pha thai hoan toan hodc cdm sau 6 tuan 18. Thang
11 nay, dan ching California sé bo phiéu ghi nhan quyén pha thai vao trong
hién phap tiéu bang, cung vdi Vermont.

Chinh sach vé y t€ va di dan bat hgp phap ¢ California va Texas trai nguoc
nhau. Texas khong chdp nhan cho mé rong chuwong trinh trg cdp Medicaid
cho nguoi ngheo theo ludt “Obama Care,” du tiéu bang khong phai ton dong
nao. California chap nhan trg cap y té cho tat ca nhitng nguoi ngheo, du la di
dan khong c6 giay to.

Sung la mot van dé khac. Mwoi tiéu bang xanh ndm nay da lam luat han ché
viéc mua sung va mang sung ngat ngheo hon; nhitng tiéu bang do ndi long
cac han ch& cho dan mua sung dé dang hon. C6 23 tiéu bang d6 khong bat
dan phai c6 gidy phép méi dugc mang sung.

Ngay ttr khi 13 ti€éu bang ky két thanh lap Hiép Chung Qudc My Chau, nam
1776, ho da lo bao vé quyén tu tri cia minh. Dac biét, nhiing ti€u bang nong
nghiép mudn bao vé quyén dung nd 1€, khong mudn bi cac tiéu bang cong



nghiép & mién Bac ngan can. Nam 1861, cac tiéu bang mién Nam tach roi
cling vi bat dong y kién trong chinh sach dung no 1¢; gay ra cudc ndi chién.

Cudc khung hoang thoi 1930 da thay doi thé can bé\‘mg, khi chinh phu lién
bang ap dung cac chinh sach cttu van nén kinh t€ trén ca nuwdc. Cudc Dai
Chién thit hai khién vai tro caa lién bang cang manh hon, mot chu treong ¢d
httu cta dang Dan Chu. Phong trao Dan Quyén thoi 1960 thiét lap nhiing
quyeén ty do trén toan quoc, giam bdt quyén cua cac ti€u bang mién Nam hon
ntta. Chinh phu lién bang lan thém quyén, ddt ra cac luat 1€ vé tudi duoc
udng rugu, vé an sinh xa hodi, bao vé moi truong, ap dung trén toan quoc. Tw
thap nién 1980, dang Dan Chu mat quyén kiém soat qudc hoi sau 60 nam ,
Tong thong Ronald Reagan dac ctr da thay d6i thé can bang.

T6i nay, chu trieong bao tht 1én manh nhéat trong nganh Tuw phap, 6 trong 9 vi
Tham Phan To6i Cao do cac tong thong dang Cong Hoa bd nhiém, ba nguoi
trong thoi Tong thong Donald Trump. Vi th€, quyén pha thai, theo an 1é Roe
v. Wade bi x0a, trao quyén cho nghi vién cac tiéu bang quyét dinh; cung cac
van dé khac nhu quyén dung thudc ngtra thai, hon nhan dong tinh, van van.
Cac tiéu bang cing ban hanh cac dao luat kho hodc dé khac nhau vé quyén
bo phiéu bang thu, bé phiéu sém, kiém soét can cwdc khi di bau. Nam 2021,
29 tiéu bang ndi rong cho viéc bo phiéu bang thw dé dang hon, 13 han ché
chat ché hon. Nghi vién nhiéu ti€u bang phan chia cac don vi bd phiéu theo
cach co 1oi nhat cho mot dang, don hau hét cac ci tri theo dang kia vao mot
s0 don vi c6 gidi han. Thu thuat “gerrymandering” dugc coi 1a hgp phap hay
khong, do6 la quyén ctia nganh tw phap tiéu bang.

Viéc bau chon cac thAm phan Toa T6i Cao ctia mdi tiéu bang trd nén quan
trong; vi ho quyét dinh tat ca cac van dé nhuv quyén mang sung, thu tuc bau
ctt, quyén phé thai, “gerrymandering” van van. O nhitng noi chi c6 mét dang
nam ca hanh phdp va lap phap thi Toa T6i Cao Tiéu Bang 1a co ché c6 thé
ngdn chan nan lam quyén. Tinh trang nay dang giam b6t khi nganh tw phap
cling do cing mot dang nam gitr.

Dan My ¢ 22 tiéu bang duwgc quyén bo phi€u bau tham phan, nhitng noi khac
ho duoc cc thdng d6c b6 nhiém nhung mdi ky bau ct lai hoi v kién dan
mudn leu gitt ho hay khong. Dan duoc ty do lwa chon thdm phan, nhung
khong thé ngan can cac thé luc bén ngoai van dong gay anh huong.



Ca hai dang dang van dong dé chiém wu thé trong cudc bo phiéu bau tham
phan trong tuan tdi, 8 thang 11, véi nhiéu triéu chiing dang lo ngai vi tinh
than be dang lén rat cao va anh huong tir bén ngoai qua manh.

Nam nay, ba ti€u bang sé quyét dinh dang nao kiém soat Toa Tdi Cao, la
Ohio, North Carolina va Michigan. Thang trudc, dang Dan Chu da dwa ntta
triéu my kim t6i Ohio d€ quang cao, c6 dong cho ba tng vién tham phan T6i
Cao cta ho. Dang Cong Hoa tuan trudc cing chi $850,000 my kim & North
Carolina d€ da kich cac ting vién Toa T6i Cao cua Dan Chu. Dan biéu Joe
Fischer véi cha trwong chdng pha thai dang ting ctr vao Toa Toi Cao ti€u
bang Kentucky, dwgc dang Cong Hoa tng ho $375,000 my kim; mot to chire
khdac, Fair Courts America, gop $1.6 triéu my kim cho 6ng va hai ttng vién
tham phan khac. Vo chong nha ty pha Elizabeth va Richard E. Uihlein, chu
nhan cong ty rugu Schlitz da danh s6 tién $22 triéu my kim d€ ung ho cac
tng vién bao thu vao Toa T6i Cao tai bay ti€éu bang.

Giao su Michael J. Klarman, Pai hoc Harvard nhan xét vo6i nhat
bao Washington Post rang trudc day nhitng nguredi bo tién ting ho cac ting vién
thdm phan thuong nham gay anh hudéng trong pham vi kinh t&, tai chanh;
bay gio ho nham thang vao khuynh hudng chinh tri dang phéi.

Boi vi cac thdm phan sé quyét dinh cac van dé nhu néi rong hay khép chat
quyén bo phiéu ctia ngwoi dan, nhat la quyén chdp thuan hay bac bo viéc
phéan chia don vi bau ctr theo 16i “gerrymandering.” Cudc bd phiéu nam nay
“sé€ quyét dinh ché& d6 dan cha caa nuwdc My” bién thai nhw thé nao!

Ngo6 Nhan Dung

Ngd Nhan Dung la but hiéu cua bd Quy Toan khi phu trach muc Binh Luan
trén Nhat bao Nguoi Viét, tir nam 1995 khi 6ng vé dinh cu tai Quan Orange,
California, cho toi Thang Hai ndm 2020. Tredoc d6 6ng day mon Tai chanh
hoc (Finance) ¢ cac Dai hoc McGill va UQAM tai Montréal, Canada la noi gia
dinh 6ng tdi ti nan tir nam 1975. Nam 1989, trudc khi birc Twong Berlin sup
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dd, ong xudt ban cudén Doi Méi Kinh T€ dwdi bat hiéu Vwong Hru Bot, ké
kinh nghiém thay d6i co cdu nén kinh t€ cong san ¢ cac nudc tir Hungary,
Trung Qudc, téi Nga va cac nudc Pong Au. Cudn sach xudt ban gan day
nhat, ky tén Ngo Nhan Dung, la Dung Viing Ngan Nam — Nho dau nudc
Viét van con sau ngan nam Bic thudc?

Cudn sach dau tién ky tén 3% Quy Toan xuat ban ¢ California la Yéu Con
Day Con Nén Nguoi Viét, do nha Van Nghé 4n hanh, ndm 1979. Ong ciing da
in nhiéu tap tho tt ndm 1965 va tap tiéu luan Tim Tho Trong Tiéng Noi do
Thanh Van xuat ban nam 1992.

Trong blog nay Ngd Nhan Dung sé viét tiép nhiing bai Binh Ludn vé cac van
dé thoi su thudc cac 1anh vuc chinh tri, kinh t€, vin hda, dwdi méit nhin cta
mot nguoi Viét sdng xa qué huong.

Day la mot blog ca nhan dugc dang tai trén Dai VOA nhung khong nhat thiét
twong dong véi quan diém cua dai va cua chinh pha Hoa Ky.



