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Nguoi dan My di bo phiéu trong cudc bau cir giita ky nam 2018 ¢ Las Vegas, Nevada. Nhimg cudc
tham do mdi cho thay cudc bau ctr tong thong MY vao thang 11 s€ cé lugng ctr tri tré nhiéu hon
trudc day.

Nhitng cugc khao sat gan ddy cho thdy sé lwong nhitng ci tri tré tuéi dy dinh tham gia bo phleu
trong cugc bdu cir tong thong My vao thang 11 toi ddy sé tang cao so voi trudc ddy khi nhitng van
dé chinh tri va xa héi, tie ky thi sdc tdc cho téi méi trieong, dang ngay cang khién ho quan tdm hon

16i twong lai ciia ddt nwée va mudn cé tiéng néi ciia minh qua lé phiéu

Hoa Ky 1a mét trong nhitng nudc ¢ s6 lugng ngudi tré tham gia boé phiéu thap nhat thé gisi, dic
biét so vdi cac nén dan chu 16n khéc nhu Canada va Ptrc. Nhung di€u nay duong nhu dang thay
doi.

E. Ethelbert Miller, ngudi din chuong trinh radio budi sang On the Margin va nha hoat dong vin
hoc, cam thay lac quan hon bao gi¢ hét vé nhiing nguoi tré & My s€ tham gia bau cir tong thong.

Ly do cho su lac quan cta 6ng Miller, timg 1a chu tich hoi déng quan tri ciia Vién Nghién ciru
Chinh sach & Washington DC, 1a tir nhimng gi ong thay trong mua hé vira qua khi nhiing nguoi tré
tudi xubéng duong trén khip dat nuéc tham gia biéu tinh doi cong 1y va binh dang sdc toc sau cai
chét ciia Goerge Floyd, mot nguoi dan ong da mau tir vong dudi tay mot canh sat da tréng.

“Mua he vira qua, t6i nghi, s& duoc coi 1a lich str,” ong Miller, sinh ra & thanh phd New York va
hién dang séng 0 Washington DC, néi v6i VOA. “Trong moi thtr, tr dich bénh dén phong trao
Black Lives Matter trén ca nudc, chung ta thdy mot luong 16n ngudi tré xudng duong. Va t6i nghi
rang d6 diéu co thé s& tiép tuc nhu mot hoat dong chinh tri trong thang 11 nay (dip bau cir tong
thong M¥).”

Trong hau hét cac cude bau ctr qudc gia & MY, nhimg nguoi tre it co6 mat tai cac phong phiéu ké tur
khi nhitng cong dan 18 tudi duoc trao quyén di bau vao nam 1972, theo Shanto Iyengar va Simon
Jackman cua Pai hoc Stanford trong bai viét hoc thuat “Technology and Politics: Incentives for
Youth Participation” (Cong nghé va chinh tri: Khuyén khich thanh nién tham gia).
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Vao nam 1976, mét trong nhitng cudc bau ctr dau tién trong d6 cong dan 18 tudi c6 thé di bau,
nhitng nguoi tir 18-24 tudi chiém 18% trong s nhitng ngudi duge quyén bau cir & My, nhung chi
c6 13% trong s ho thyc sy bo phiéu — mot ty 16 duoc coi 1a thap, theo thdng ké cua Iyengar va
Jackman. Trong cudc bau ctr tiép theo d6 vao nim 1978, nhiing 1a phiéu “tré” thiéu hut téi 50%.
Trong cudc bau cir tong thdng nam 1996, sé lugng cir tri tré tudi 1a 20% va vao nam 1998, trong sb
13% nguoi tré du tu cach bau cir & My, chi ¢ 5% tham gia bo phiéu.

Viéc nhitng ngudi tré tudi it tham gia bau ctr ciing 1a mot xu hudng kha phd bién trén toan thé gidi
cht khong chi riéng & M. Thong ké cia UNDP cho thdy du nhitng ngudi tré — do tudi tir 15-25
chiém 1/5 dan s6 thé giéi, thuong tham gia vao cac hoat dong khong chinh thirc va c6 lién quan dén
chinh tri, nhu hoat dong xa hdi hoac dan sy, nhung ho khong duogc dai dién chinh thirc trong cac thé
ché chinh tri quéc gia nhu qubc hoi, va nhiéu ngudi trong sd ho khong tham gia bau ctr. Theo
UNDP, diéu nay co6 thé anh huong dén chét luong quan trj dan chu.

The hé tré va bau cw

Cudc bau cir 2004 & My duoc coi 1a mot “ndm ban 18 trong lich sir bau cir ctia gidi tré” khi co dén
47% thanh nién My tham gia bo phiéu, theo Tobi Walker cua tap chi National Civic Review. Bn
niam sau do, trong cudc bau ctr tong thdng M 2008, s6 lugng cir tri tré tudi ting gip 3 1an va tham
chi 4 1an & mot sb tiéu bang. Véi nhitng 14 phiéu “tré” d6, ong Barack Obama di trd thanh tong
théng da mau dau tién trong lich str nudc My.

Tuy nhién trong cac cudc bau ctr vao nam 2016, theo dir liéu cua Cuc Théng ké Dén sb MS/, chi co
gan 36% nguoi tir 18 dén 29 tudi duoc ghi nhén da bo phleu mot muc giam 16% so voi so lugng
ctia nhom ngudi tré ndy tham gia dau phiéu trong cac cudc bau cir giita nim ciia hai ndm trude do.

Nhung cac khao sat gan day cho thiy cudc bau ctr tong thdng My 2020 s& chimg kién mot s6 luong
16n ngudi tré tudi tham gia bo phiéu.

S6 lugng ngudi tre ¢ cac bang duge goi la “chién truong”, noi cic Gng vién tong thong tranh cir
khong c6 wu thé 15 rang, noi ho s€ “chic chan” di bau vao thang 11 nay, theo mot cudc tham do maéi
day cua t6 chirc hanh dong chinh tri cap tién NextGen America. Khao sét tién hanh vao thang 8
dugc The Hill cong bd dau thang nay cho thay 77% nhiing ctr tri tudi tir 18 dén 35 da dang ky trén
tat ca 13 bang “chién truong” néi ho “chic chac s& bo phiéu” trong cudc bau cir sap t6i, cao hon 7%
50 v&i con sb trong cudc khao st thang 7.

“Nhirng ngudi tré tudi hang hai di bo phiéu trong cudc bau cir nim nay hon 4 nim trude, hodc tham
chi 8 nam trude, nhung chiing ta dang dat té1 nhiing dinh cao chua tung thay vé dong luc khién
nhitng nguoi tré nay muodn tham gia boé phiéu vao thang 11 nay,” theo Gidm doc di€u hanh cua
NextGen America, Ben Wessel.

Ngay cang c6 nhiéu nguoi tré quan tdm hon dén chinh tri & My, dic biét trong hai thap nién qua. Ké

tir ndm 2000, 76% nguoi tré néi ho quan tdm dén chinh tri va 74% noéi ho quan tdm dén nhiing ai
dugc bau.

“C6 thé thay rang nhiéu nguoi tré dang bi cubn vao cac hoat dong chinh tri,” theo ong Miller, ngudi
thuong xuyén tiép xtic v6i gidi tré qua cac chuong trinh radio ma 6ng dan trén dai WPFW. “Trong
thién dich tranh cir ciia ong Bernie Sanders, nhiéu ngudi tré da thyc sy tham gia vao cac cudc thao
luan chinh tri bai vi cac van dé vé moi truong. Toi nghi cac vu chdy rung ¢ California hién nay chic
chic s& 1am thay d6i quan diém ¢ nhitng nguoi tré tudi tai cic bang nhu Washington, Portland va
California.”

Ong Sanders, tmg ctr vién tranh dé ctr ciia Pang Dan Chii dé tranh chic tong thdng My vao nim
2016 va nam nay, déu nhan dugc sy ung ho 16n cua gioi tré qua cac dé xuat vé thay doi trong chinh
sach gido duc va y t€ cua ong.
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Theo 6ng Miller, ¢6 rat nhiéu nhimg van d& ma gidi tré hién nay dang quan tim tdi, tir gido duc,
cham séc suc khoé téi luat phap.

“Co nhiéu nguoi tré 1a nhitng nguoi theo dao Tin lanh va ho s€ thuc sy quan tam dén viéc ai s€ vao
Toa an T6i cao — li€u ai d6 dugc chon s€ 1a nguoi lat nguoc an 1¢ Roe va Wade (vé quyén pha thai
cua phu nit) hodc t¢ hon?,” 6ng Miller noi.

Téng thdng Trump ctua Pang Cong hoa hién dang gap rat bé nhiém mot tham phan Toa an Tdi cao
thay thé ba Ruth Bader Ginsburg vira qua doi chi hon mdt thang trudc cudc bau cur tong thong.

“T6i nghi day 1a cudc bau cir ma moi ngudi nhan ra ring no s& 1a mot sy kién lich st quan trong cho
dat nude cua ching ta,” 6ng Miller néi. “Va nhiéu nguoi tré dang thiy nhitng diéu ma ho chua bao
gid nghi ho s& thiy cho nén ho s& tham gia bo phiéu dé noi tiéng noi ctia minh.”

Theo cudc khao sat gin day cua CIRCLE, sy tham gia cua gioi tré vao quy trinh bau ctr nam nay
cao hon nam 2016 va 2018, va phan 1on trong s6 ho, 83%, tin rang nhiing nguoi tré ¢ quyén luc dé
thay doi dat nude.

C6 nhimng bang ching khoa hoc manh mé& cho thiy rang néu nhitng ngudi tré tham gia bo phiéu
nhiéu nhu nhitng nhdm coéng dan nhiéu tudi hon ho thi nén dan chu My c6 thé s& dugc bién doi,
theo The Conversation. Cac quan chirc duoc bau s& quan tdm nhiéu hon t6i nhitng mang chinh sach
ma ngudi tré quan tdm t6i, nhu bién d6i khi hau hay gido duc cong; nhitng nguoi duoc bau vao cac
co quan nha nudc s& tuong ddng v6i nhimg ngudi ma ho dai dién hon; va nhing chinh sach cong
duoc thyc hién s& thay d6i co ban.
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