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Bai Tho Trong Vién Duwong Lao
Tuesday, March 24, 2020 BSLV , Song Ngit, Tam Minh Ngoé Tang Giao , Tho

Trong mdt vién dudng ldo & nude Uc, cu ong Mak Filiser, 86 tudi, khong co than nhan nao thim
viéng trong nhiéu nam. Khi cu qua doi c6 y ta don dep can phong cua cu va bat ngd kham pha ra
mot manh gidy nhau nat v0i nhimng dong chir viét nguéch ngoac. D6 la mot bai tho cua cu va do
1a tai san duy nhat, 1a cai von liéng quy gia nhat cho tudi gia c6 don cua cu. Trong bai tho cu gh1
lai nhitng ky niém gia dinh, nhitng n6i nhé vé quang doi minh da trai qua va nhan nhi véi ngudi
& lai. Bai tho khién bao ngudi cam dong. Bai tho c6 tiéu dé 1a “Cranky Old Man” (It was a
poem written by Filiser. The poem “Cranky Old Man” is the only thing that has survived the old
man after he left this world).

Khi cac ¢d y ta pho bién bai tho 1én mang x4 hoi thoi tic pham nay da lan truyén khap nudc Uc
va sau d6 nhanh chong tro thanh mdt hién tuong toan cau. Khong phai vi nghé thuat ngon tir cua
tho ma chinh yeu la vi trai tim cua cu gia cao nién dé ky gui trong timg chir, tung van diéu cua
bai tho, giri gdm ca mot *kho bau’ tim hon vo gid. Mot trai tim day lira, van mudn sdng hét minh
v6i cude doi. Bai tho di lam thirc tinh trai tim cta hang triéu ngudi trén thé gidi. .

Bai tho thoat tién 1a nhimng 151 nhan nhi ciia cu Mak dén nhimg c6 y ta phuc vu trong vién dudng
1ao. Bung chi nhin cu nhu mot cy gia ngd ngan va lam cam, dimg chi mai tit bat cham lo va
quén rang thtr ho can hon 1a mot nguoi ban dé cung chia sé nhimg diéu tam sy. Néu hoi hot va
thoang qua ta s€ chi thay bé ngoai khic kho va gia nua. Phai dén khi tham ting cau, timg chir ta
méi thdy dugc kho bau tim hon v6 gia nam an siu bén trong cu Mak.

Bai tho ciing danh dong dén chir “Hiéu”, dén sy quan tdm cta con cai ddi v6i cha me gia 13o. Co
1& van dé 1am tron trach nhiém va bén phén cua nguoi con khoéng don gian chi la gui song than
vao vién dudng ldo ma thoi ma hay ¢d gang & bén song than va cham soc tan tinh. Vi rat co the
mot ngay nao do chung ta mudn noéi 16i yéu thuong véi cha me minh thi than 6i da qua mudn mat
roi. .
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CRANKY OLD MAN

What do you see nurses?
What do you see?ste!
What are you thinking...
when you're looking at me2iske:
A cranky old man
not very wise,: st
Uncertain of habit...
with faraway eyes?
't Who dribbles his food. ..
and makes no reply.iste!
When you say in a loud voice...
"1 do wish you'd try!"
Who seems not to notice...
the things that you do.iste
And forever is losing...
A sock or shoe?
stmWho, resisting or not...
lets you do as you will st
With bathing and feeding. ..
The long day to fill?
strls that what you're thinking‘?
Is that what you see?iskp!
Then open your eyes, nurse...
you're not looking at me.
stal'll tell you who I am. ..
As T sit here so still,jskei
As | do at your bidding...
as I eat at your will.iske
I'm a small child of Ten...
with a father and mother,skei
Brothers and sisters...
who love one another
kA young boy of Sixteen...
with wings on his feetisk
Dreaming that soon now...
a lover he'll meet.
LA groom soon at Twenty
my heart gives a leap.hs_s_pd
Remembering, the vows..
that I promised to keep.hs_s_pd
At Twenty-Five, now..
I have young of my own.ists!
Who need me to guide...
And a secure happy home st
A man of Thirty...
My young now grown fast, st

ONG GIA LAM CAM

Céc cd y ta thiy chi?

Nhin t61 ¢6 c6 nghi gi hay khong?
Ong gia 1am cam, Ia ling,

Khong con minh man, limg khirng, 16i thoi
Mit nhin lo déng xa x6i?

An thoi vung vai, miéng thoi ling cam.
Khi ¢6 16n tiéng khuyén ran

“Ong oi hdy co uong an dang hodng!”
Duong nhu 6ng ldo ching mang
Chang luu tam toi c6 dang lam gi.

Ong ludn dé that lac di

V& con mét chiée, giay thi 1é d6i?

Khi &n, khi tdm chao 6i

Subt ngay ong cu nu doi nao yén?
Phai chang c6 nghi nhu trén?

Qua hinh anh d6 ¢6 nhin thay t6i?
Nay, nay c6 y ta oi!

Hay givong to mat nhin t6i ddy nay
ROi ¢6 nhan biét t6i ngay

Khi toi tinh ling, noi ddy yén ngoi
Lubn lam theo y c6 thoi

Ca khi an udng theo 10i c6 khuyén.

000

T6i Mudi tudi, méi 16n 1én

C6 cha c6 me ké bén thim tinh

Anh chi em cung vy quanh

Yéu thuong trong mai gia dinh bén nhau.
Khi toi Mudi Sau tudi dau

D61 chéan bay nhay, trudc sau mo mang
Mo minh sém gdp dugc nang

Nguoi yéu ly tuong diu dang xinh tuoi.
Lam chi ré tudi Hai Mwoi

Nhip tim thon thirc ti thoi khon nguodi
Nhé 16i chung thiy thé bdi

Long minh ty hira chung doi bén lau.
Gio Hai Mwoi Lam tudi dau

T6i sinh con, phai day sao nén nguoi
Duyng xay mai 4m vui tuoi

Gia dinh hanh phuc, séng doi binh yén.
T6i Ba Muoi tudi gia thém

Thoi con t61 da trd nén trudng thanh
So1 day rang budc gia dinh



Bound to each other..

At Forty, my young sons...
have grown and are gone,stp!

But my woman is beside me...

SEP;

At Fifty, once more,...

Babies play 'round my knee,[s}:p}

Again, we know children
My loved one and me.iske!
Dark days are upon me...
My wife is now dead.
[s_s;l look at the future..
For my young are all rearlng. ..
young of their own.isge!
And I think of the years...
And the love that I've known.
t»I'm now an old man. ..
and nature is cruel.
stalt's jest to make old age...
look like a fool.isp!
The body, it crumbles..
grace and vigor, depart.Ls_E_pJ
There is now a stone..
But inside this old carcass.
A young man still dwells,ste!
And now and again...
my battered heart swells
stl remember the joys. ..
I remember the paln.hs_s_pd
And I'm loving and 11V1ng
life over again st
I think of the years, all too few..
gone too fast.ispi
And accept the stark fact..
that nothing can last.hs_s_pd
So open your eyes people...
open and see.iste!
Not a cranky old man.

semLook closer... see... ME I

Mai luén viing chéc két tinh dai 1au.
Khi tdi Bén Chuc tudi dau

Céac con déu 16n, theo nhau di rdi

Chi con vg quy canh théi

Du sao ciing ching khién t6i muon siu.
Roi Nam Muwoi tudi t6i mau

Quanh chan t6i tré cing nhau vui vay
Nay con, ndy chdu mot bay

T6i cung than quyén noi day két doan.

000

Thé rdi t6i nhitng ngay budn

Vo t6i nay da cdi tran lia xa.

Nhin tuong lai thiy nhat nhoa

Long t61 rung dong that 1a hoang kinh
Vi con toi khi trudng thanh

Phai lo nudi ning gia dinh riéng thoi
Mic t6i 1é bong don coi

Nh¢é nam thang cli, nhd nguoi thuong yéu.
Gio toi gia a0 di nhiéu

Hoa cong tan bao, tiéu diéu ra tay
Bay tro bién doi gia nay

Thanh nhu mdt ké dém ngay khung dién.
Tam than tan ta mai thém

Con dau sinh lyc, nét duyén hét rdi
Trai tim nong 4am mot thoi

Gio day chai d4 nhin doi budn thay.
Nhung trong than xac gia nay

Mot trai tré van nuong day an tang
Cai long nay lai dang tran

Con tim trdi ddy nhip nhang xiét bao.
Nhé niém vui mét thud nao

Nh¢ ludn nhitng ndi kho dau du diéu
Va toi dang song, dang yéu

Cudc doi nhu chot my miéu hoi sinh
Nghi vé nim thang doi minh

Théy sao qua it lai danh tréi mau
Nhan chén thuc té tir 1au

Vo6 thuong sy vat c6 dau mai con.
Moi nguoi hdy mo mat ludn

Dé nhin cho thau de con thay ra.

T61 dau 1am cam tudi gia

T&i gan... nhin k§ dé ma thay... TOI 11

Tam Minh Ngé Ting Giao - (chuyén dich)
(Pac San Lam Vién)
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