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Trong tuan I& vira qua, c6 ba chuyén ma nhiing nguoi ua theo ddi tin tac trén mang c6 thé hay
phai dé y : chuyén ly ca phé “latte” trén tay Tong thong Barack Obama, chuyén Obamacare
khéng vui cho nhirng nguoi Cong Hoa dang ra tranh cir, va chuyén FBI bao cdo d6 ray nhiing vu
nd sdng séat hai hang loat ngudi (mass shootings) xay ra qua thuong xuyén. Nhu thuong 1¢,
chuyén bé xeé ra to va chuyén dang noi thi nguoi ta lai lo di. ’

Ngay tha ba, 23-9, 6ng Obama di tryc thiang tir Toa Bach Oc dén New York dé doc bai
dién van vé vai trd 1anh dao cua My trong cudc chién du chéng luc lwong Nha nuéc Hbi gido
(1S) tan bao, khat méu, cat co nguoi khdng gom tay ¢ Iraq va Syria. Pé du sy tap trung dau 6c va
khong budn ngu, dng duoc phuc vu mot ly ca phé expresso cd pha sira (latte). C6 I& con thoi
quen ha tién tir thoi con di hoc, udng thi khdng hét, d6 thi tiéc, cho nén khi ding day roi phi co,
tay 6ng mang theo ly latte d6. Dudi chan ciu thang may bay, hai ngudi linh Thiy quan Luc
chién dting thang, dua tay chao kinh. Ong Obama dua tay phai Ién chao dap tra, trén tay con ly
latte. Nguoi ta c6 thé lién tuong chuyén dng cuu Tong thdng George W. Bush mét lan ciing nhu
thé, budc xuéng may bay trong tay ¢ con ché cung. Khi nguoi linh chao 6ng, 6ng ciing ling
ting vira dm chat con cho o tay trai cho nd khoi rét xudng dat vira dua tay phai Ién chao tra.

Gidi truyén théng bao tha tuc thi ro 1én phan ung truéc hanh dong “vo 18” cua dng
Obama. Nguoi ta néi hanh dong do cho thay dng Obama chang kinh né gi mét dinh ché vi dai va
quan yéu cho an ninh quéc gia nhu thé. Va nguoi ta suy dién 6ng von 1a nguoi “phan chién”, chi
truong My triét thoai khip noi, chang wa gi quan doi... D6 la nhiing 16i ndi &c y ¢6 tinh tiéu biéu
vé su do ban chinh trj - nhat 1a trong mot mua bau cir ma nguoi tranh cir chang cé bao nhiéu diéu
c6 thé néi ra, hira hen cho cir tri tin. Ong Obama c6 thé it nhidu “ngu xuan” trong vu nay — nhu
bao nhiéu nguoi dan ctr khac ma chung ta da thay. L& ra 6ng nén doi tay cam ly ca phé. L& ra ba
vo 6ng di sau lung 6ng phai nhic ching 6ng. Thé nhung tir d6 ma suy dién ra chuyén dng coi
thuong quan doi va chong chién tranh thi dang 1 16 bich. Bang cach mé ra tran chién véi IS va
cho may bay oanh tac ca trén dat Syria, bat chap canh cdo cua Nga, 6ng Obama, nguoi dugc Giai
Nobel Hoa binh nam 2009, la tong théng My dau tién cho M tham chién maot ldc trén bay nude
Hoi gi4o: Iraq, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Libya, Somalia, Yemen, va Syria.

Ngay thtr tw 24-9, Van phong Piéu tra Lién bang FBI dua ra mot két qua nghién ctu cho
thy trong thoi gian gan day, trong 13 nam 2000-2013, nhitng vu nd sing bira bai 1am chét nhiéu



nguoi vO toi dd xay ra thudng xuyén hon, hau nhu cir mét thang c6 mét vy, 160 vu trong ngan 4y
nam, 486 ngudi chét, 557 nguoi bi thuong, (khong ké dén chuyén nguoi nd sing tu sat, chung
40% truong hop, ciing khong ké nhitng vu thanh toan cua cac bing dang toi ac, ma tdy...). Pén
70% cac vu nay xay ra & truong hoc hay cong sg. Trong sau nam dau 2000-2006, mdi nam c6
chung 6.4 vy. Trong sau nam gan day, con $6 trung binh hang nam lén dén 16.4! Vy &n khang
khiép gan day nhat 1a mot nguoi dan dng 51 tudi dung sung ban chét con géi ciing sau dia chau
ngoai tir so sinh dén 11 tudi rdi béo cho 911. Khi canh sat dén, dng ta da ty sét.

Puong nhién nhiéu vi dan ct, phan 16n 1 ngudi Cong Hoa, phai chot da trude béo céo
nay cia FBI. Du luan quan ching da néi rd “’quyén cd sing” (gun rights) 1a mét chuyén, ma
kiém soét sing va ngan cam sing c6 tinh tan cong (assault rifles) la chuyén khac, chuyén “phai
dao”, vi an toan, an ninh cua xa hoi. Klem soat sting la dé stng dung lot vao tay nhitng nguoi c6
van dé tam than da c6 hd so, va ngan cam stng tan cong la dé tranh nhing truong hop toi pham
lam dung. Trong xa hoi thoi nay, chiing ta déu biét, nguoi thm than va ngudi toéi pham lam dung
nhan nhan! Nha thuong khong da chd cho ngudi trudc, nha ti khdng da chd cho nguoi sau!

Thé nhung cho du 1& phai thé nao, nhitng nha dan ct tai ca hai vién chua hé théng qua
duoc mot du luat nao tang cuong viéc kiém soét siing. Nguoi ta ldy ly do 1a dé bao vé Bé nhi Tu
chanh an, gin giir Hién phap. Bang hon, tém hon, nhiing nguoi dan cir cr quén ho 1a dai biéu
dan cho mot ché do “cua dan, do dan vi dan”, ma van nghi, c6 1& ciing dang, ho 1a do Hiép hoi
Sung Quéc gia NRA ctr, do d6, an cay nao phai rao cay iy, phai bao vé NRA méi cd duong ngoi
mai ¢ Capitol Hill! B&i thé ma nguoi ta dang néi dén sy gay do cua hé thdng dan chiu ¢ My.

Trong cudc van dong tranh cir cho mot cudc bau cir chi con dang mot thang nira bat dau,
nguoi ta s& tranh noi dén chuyén sdng dan vi no 1a dé tai qua nhay cam. Trong su khan hiém dé
tai tranh cir, nguoi ta ting chon Obamacare (luat cai to hé thong y té dai ching 2010) 1am mot
muc tiéu hang dau. Nhitng ang cir vién Cong Hoa van noi, néi chung Obamacare lam hé thdng
bao hiém y té toi té hon. Chang cd bao nhiéu nguoi khdng c6 bao hiém trugc day nay c6 duoc
bao hiém. Bao phi gia tang, phi ton gia ting va pham chat kém hon. Céc cong ty bao hiém khong
huéng tng. Cac doanh nghiép nho khdng dong tinh. Gidi tré ciing khong can bao hiém. Mot s6
tiéu bang c6 théng déc Cong Hoa ciing khdng chiu mo rong chuong trinh bao hiém cho nguoi
ngheo (Medicaid)... Tuy nhién, ciing trong vai tuan qua, gan mot nam sau khi Obamacare c6
hiéu lyc m¢é rong bao hiém y té cho nguoi khdng ¢ bao hiém, ngudi ta doc dwoc mot sé bai
nhan dinh phl hop véi suy nghi caa nhitng ngudi binh thuong: nganh y té cuia My dang tir tir
duogc cai cach theo chiéu hudng viing chéc, on dinh hon. it ra 1a tot hon so véi chuyén ngdi yén,
khong lam gi ca.

Kinh té gia duoc giai Nobel Paul Krugman da c6 mot bai binh luan trén to The New York
Times: “The Medicare Miracle” (phép la Medicare), khiang dinh chuong trinh Medicare (bao
hiém cho ngudi cao nién) khdng gay ra nhitng “thiéu hut ngan sach lién bang kinh khung” vi chi
tiéu bat ké nhu nguoi ta van nghi, nguoc lai dang cé nhiing tac dung tich cuc doi véi ché do y té
hién nay, cu thé la chi phi cho Medicare da tang cham lai rd rét, thip hon du tinh mét cach dang
ké, va d6 1a nho nhiing bién phap hop ly hoa trén nhiéu mat theo Obamacare (tang phong bénh,
giam thuc men khong can thiét, giam bét chuyén chan doén, soi roi tén kém vo ich), cung su
huong tng cua nhiing cong ty bao hiém. Ong két luan manh dan: “véi ‘nhiing s6 lieu, dir kién
duogc cong b, chung ta c6 thé yén tam néi rang nuéc My hoan toan co thé bao dam mot ché do y
té dai chiing cho tat ca moi nguoi”.

Mot bai khao st khac ciing khong kém phan quan trong vi soi sang dugc mot s6 van dé
cua nén y té hién nay. Bai y kién nay, co tya “Mot cau chuyén thanh cong caa nganh y te té” (a
health care success story) ciing trén to The New York Times da dua ra mot “dién ciu” (case



study) dang 1a “phép la”: McAllen, mot thanh phé ven bién thudc tiéu bang Texas, néi tiéng ton
kém bac nhét vé y té x& hoi, nay tré thanh mot mau muc va mé hinh cai cach y té dai chling mot
cach dao duc va hop ly, khoa hoc qua su hinh thanh té chic Rio Grande Valley Accountable
Care Organization Health Providers (Nhitng nha cung cap dich vu y té thuoc té chirc Cham séc
Co trach nhiém thudc khu Rio Grande Valley) chan duang nhiing tap quén kinh doanh cé tinh
cach lam dung cua giéi béac si va nha thuong trong kham bénh, diéu tri, cho thuéc... Cac bénh
nhan Medicare di roi bo nhitng co s& va ngudi cung cap dich vy y té béc 16t va luu manh truéc
day dé di theo hé théng nay. Nho vay, chi phi Medicare giam han, ma bénh nhan ciing duoc
cham séc dung mic hon — khéng qua mac ma ciing khdng bo ludng.

Trén t& The Washington Post ngay 24-9, nha bao Paul Waldman di nhin manh “nhiing
tin tot dep vé Obamacare ma ngay ca nhitng ngudi Cong Hoa ciing phai hoan nghénh”: ¢6 dén 8
triéu nguoi nay duoc Medicaid qua chuong trinh Obamacare, d6 la nhirng nguoi truéc day khong
¢ bao hiém y té, va nay lai khéng du diéu kién loi tic dé mua bao hiém du dugc trg gia theo
Obamacare. Cac cong ty bao hiém tu nhan nay huéng tng Obamacare manh hon trudc, con s6
cong ty tham gia ting dén it nhat 25% trong nam t&i day. Puong nhién 1a vi sau khi tinh toan
nguoi ta thdy cé 16i, khong so chuyén bl qua sot lai khéng da von nita. Va mot sé tiéu bang
truéc day tay chay luat cai cach y té nay da san sang ma rong chuong trinh Medicaid. Nha bao
c6 161 khuyén “Tinh dy di thdi nhitng nha dan cir Cong Hoa trudc thuc té hién nhién cua kinh té
thi truong”.

Nhitng cau chuyén duoc ké ra trén day lam cho cugc bau ctr sap toi day (toan phan Ha
Vién, 1/3 Thugng Vién, hon mot nura ghé théng doc) tro nén phuc tap. Noi ngan gon, dang Cong
Hoa dang ra sic bao vé thé da sé tai vién dudi (co 1& chang may khé khan), nhung muc tiéu
chinh 1a gianh da sé tai vién trén, va duong nhién dang Dan Chu song chét ciing phai ¢ hét stc
gitt wu thé & Thuong Vién. Nhitng nha phan tich chinh tri khéng con dam khang dinh ai day s&
thang truéc cudc dién phic tap boi phan nay: néu Cong Hoa thing & Thuong Vién, ho sé& kiém
soat ca ludng vién Québc Hoi trong hai nam cudi cua dng Obama tai Toa Bach Oc, dang Dan Chu
chi con 1am vi, va duong nhién yéu thé trong cudc bau cir tdng thong nam 2016. Nhu thé, vén bi
bé tay it nhiéu 1au nay, bao nhiéu chuyén I6n khong 1am dugc bao nhiéu, chi lam chuyén nho,
vun vat, 6ng Obama gio day s€ lam gi day?

Nhung nhitng nguoi Dan Chu van lac quan. Néu giir duoc chién tuyén Thuong Vién, ho
s& ¢6 kha nang vd hiéu hoa stc pha binh cua phia Cong Hoa ¢ Ha Vién. Nhitng béo céo vé cong
an viéc lam, Obamacare, di dan, chién tranh chong IS & Trung Pong... c6 thé 1am cho nguoi ta
thiy 6ng Obama chua “lta doi” (finished), va bai vay c6 thé tang phan ndo sic manh cho nhiing
ung cu vién Dan Chu.

Thé nhung khi nhin ra phia truéc, néu Cong Hoa van nam Ha Vién, Dan Chi van nam
Thuong Vién, c6 nghia 1a van nhu cii, Quic Hoi van 1a san khau do, thi nguoi ta trong mong gi ¢
mot 1au dai Lap Phap da cé tleng “clmge”: “a do-nothing Congress”. Va néu Qubc Hoi van
chang lam gi ca, vd dung nhu thé, thi tai sao ngudi ta phai mat cong di bau lam gi?

Theo mot thim do du luan gan day cia CNN/ORC, c6 dén 83% nguoi My khong tan
thanh cach ngdi yén khoanh tay cua Qudc Hoi. C6 dén 65% ngudi duoc hoi tra loi ho tin ring
day 1a Qubc Hoi té hai nhat cua nuéc My. Nguoi ta khdng con mudn ding chit “do nothing
“Congress” vi cho rang chit ndy nhe qua, chi cd y nghia “tiéu cuc”, 1a nguoi ta khong lam gi ca
vi khong biét phai l1am gi, vi so trach nhiém... Theo phan tich cia Gi4o su Julian Zelizer trén
CNN, khéng lam gi ca con hon 1am bao nhiéu lan, vi d6 1a tic trach, 1a pha binh, phé hoai, 12 lam
cho nudc My bé tic, ngung dang, suy ddi, cho nén dng dung chir “cop-out” (d¢ao nhiém). “Khi



khong lam gi ca, thuc ra Qudc Hoi da lam nhiéu viéc, du cho hau qua chang hay ho gi. Khong
lam gi c4 c6 thé 1am cho tinh hinh thém téi t&. P chinh Ia diéu dang dién ra hién nay”.

Pau 6¢c cua chdng ta, nhitng ngudi dan, nhiing ct tri, chot sang han khi nghe hai chix
“dao nhiém” nay. Boi vi 1au nay ching ta c6 diéu khong hleu va cho rang that la lung. Tai sao
nhitng nha chinh tri vi dan vi nuéc nay chang co may y niém vé nhiing van dé quoc gia trong dai,
nhitng muc tiéu truong ky phai xac dinh va phin ddu, ma chi réu rao theo dudi nhitng chuyén
nhé mon, ngin han, tam thoi... Chang I8 tat ca chi 1a mot phuong hoat dau, ching co ly tuong
chinh tri gi cao ca xay dung cho tét dep hon con ngudi, xa hoi, dit nudc.

Hoéa ra nguoi ta vao day chi dé tinh chuyén dao nhiém. Ma dao nhiém trong nhiém vu
Quéc Hoi thi dang 1a phan dan hai nudc.

Tai sa0 nhitng nha dan cir ciia chdng ta lai “ky” nhu thé. Duong nhu co ché chinh tri dan
chu truyén théng cua nuéc My, vén doc dao vo song, nay dang cd nhitng cau tric can phai xét
lai!



