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Duyen Tran hang dém gianh khoang 3 tiéng dong ho dé may khau trang cho nhom Auntie Sewing
Squad, mot mang ludi vo1 hang tram tinh nguyén vién trén khip nudc My cung cap khau trang mién
phi cho nhiing cong dong dé ton thuong va it duoc quan tam.

Duyen Tran va Mai-Linh Hong 14 hai trong s6 nhing thanh vién gdc Viét ctia nhém Auntie Sewing
Squad, mot mang ludi véi hang tram tinh nguyén vién trén khap nudc My tham gia may khau trang
cho nhitng cdng dong de ton thuong va it dugc quan tam.

“Hang ngdy sau bita toi, t6i danh khoang 3 dén 3 tleng rudi dé may”, Duyen, mot ngudi nhép cu
cung gia dinh vio My nam 1992 khi ¢6 méi 4 tudi va hién dang song 6 Los Angeles, California,

1. “T61 lubn mong cho lac do boi vi n6 giup t61 cam thay dugc két ndi véi nhitng ngudi khac
trong ltic ching ta phai cach ly toan x4 hoi va dé biét rang t6i dang dong mot vai tro théng qua chiée
may may cua minh”.

Duyen da may 1.200 khau trang mién phi cho nhiing nguoi co nhiéu nguy co, nhu nhimg céng nhan
néng trai ¢ Oxnard, California, hay nhiing nguoi thé déan cua cong dong Navajo Nation ciing nhu
nhiing gia dinh khong gidy to & Maryland va céc gia dinh dang xin ti nan ¢ Texas.

Duyen chua bao gio hoc may nhung c6 16n 1€n v61 su quan sat cling nhu giap do khi me ¢, 1a mot
tho may, va bo, cung lam trong mdt ctra hang may do6, nén da nhanh chong phat trién dugce k¥ nang
may va, ma c¢6 goi la di san cua gia dinh, dé dong gop vao nhom Auntie Sewing Squad.

Du d@ bén biu vo1 viéc may khau trang mién phi hang dém trong 3 thang qua nhung Duyen, ting c6
10 nam lam vé gido duc stre kho¢ cong ddng, khong cam thay bi dao 10n trong cudc song ma trai lai,
cd cam thay cudc sdng cé y nghia hon khi 1am ra nhitng thiét bi giup bao vé cudc séng ciia nguoi
khac trong dai dich.

Cing nhu Duyen, Mai-Linh dung k¥ nang may va ma c6 hoc tir m¢ minh, nguoi da dua gia dinh c6
td1 My ti nan vao dau thap nién 1980 khi c6 moi vai tudi, dé€ dong goép cho nhom.

Mdi ngiy, Mai-Linh may dugc khoang 20 khau trang va cic san pham cua co duoc chuyén tir
Pennsylvania té1 nhi€u cong dong dé ton thuong trén khap nudec My, gdom nguoi thd dan MY, nguoi
nhap cu va nguoi dang tim cach dugce ti nan.
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Me cua Mai-Linh, hién dang séng o
Virginia, ciing tham gia may khau trang cho
nhoém. Mai-Linh con dang truyén cam himg
cho dira con trai 4 tudi ctia minh vé k¥ ning
may va, va la mdt gido vién, c6 noi s€ két
hop k¥ nang nay vao viéc giang day cua co
& truong. Mai-Linh 14y cam hung tir Gido
su Grace J Yoo cua truong DPai hoc Tiéu
bang San Francisco, nguoi dang dung khoa
hoc hé cta minh dé day cac sinh vién may
khau trang déng gép cho nhom Auntie
Sewing Squad.

Mal-Linh Hong (Courtesy)

Mai-Linh Hong va con trai 4 tudi bén chiéc may may ma c6 dung dé may khdu trang cho nhém
Auntie Sewing Squad. (Photo courtesy of Mai-Linh Hong)

“May va la k¥ nang sinh ton”, Mai-Linh noéi. “Qua may va, t6i thong hiéu dugc viéc me to61 da phai
xoay x¢ thoi ti nan”.

Ca Duyen va Mai-Linh tham gia nhom Auntie Sewing Squad qua mang Facebook tir dau thang 4.

‘Biét doi cac ba co may va’

Khi Kristina Wong, mot nghé sy bién diérn & Los Angles, ding mot tim hinh cia ban than deo 1
chiéc khau trang tu ché kém nhing 161 nhan trén trang Facebook ca nhéan trong do viét “Néu ban bi
suy giam mién dich ma khéng c6 khau trang, t6i c6 thé gtri cho ban mot chiéc néu ban khong né ha

nhimg duong chi 1on xon. N6 dugc may bang may Hello Kitty cua t6i”, 6 khong nghi rang d6 1a
khéi diém ctia mot mang ludi cua hon 800 thanh vién trén toan nudc My.

Chi vai ngdy sau khi Kritina Wong dang 16i giri ting khau trang mién phi, c6 nhan dugc khoang 200
dé nghi, trong d6 co nhirng “loi dat hang” tir nguoi lam cong tac x3 hoi va y ta, tai thoi diém
California dang bat dau “bé quan toa cang” vi dai dich virus corona bung phat. Bi ngop vi “don
hang” ao at d6 vé, Kristina Wong phai tim kiém su giup d& qua Facebook. “Ban cé thé may
khong?” 1a dong dang tai ctia Kristina Wong trén Facebook danh du sy ra doi cua ‘Auntie Sewing
Squad’ — nhom nhitng chi em may véa véi cac tinh nguyén vién chii yéu 1a phu nit cta cac sic dan
thiéu s trén khip nudc My.

Ban dau nhom may khau trang cho cic bénh vién nhung gio day khi cac y ta da dugc trang bi day
dua, Kristina Wong néi, nhém chuyen sang cung cip cho cic cong dong khong thé tiép can duoc
khau trang, tham chi nhiing loai ré tién, vi d6i nghéo hodc trong nhitng tinh trang nhu khéng c6
dién, nudc.

“Ho 1a nhiing nguoi lam trong cac trang trai, nhimg nguoi vira ra khoi trai giam, nhimg nguoi vo
gia cu, cac cong dong ngu’orl tho dan nhu Navajo Nation, nhimng nguoi khong c6 gidy to dang tim
noi lanh nan tai bién gi¢i”, Kristina Wong néi va cho biét danh sach yéu cau cir dai ra mai.

Kristina Wong udc tinh nhém Auntie Sewing Squad may khoang hon 5.000 khau trang mdi tuan.

“T6i nhd 1a c6 ngay ¢ thoi diém nang suit nhat ciia minh t6i may dén 35 khau trang mot ngay va toi
da kiét suc”, Kristina Wong ndi. “Gio day cac chi em cé ngudi c6 thé may dén 100 chiéc mdt ngay.
Ho that 1a dang kinh ngac™.



Gio day, co hau nhu khong may khéu trang nira vi ban biu véi viée diéu hanh nhom ma co goi la
mot “nha may”, dang van hanh hoan toan tir nguon dong gop tai chinh ctia nhiéu ca nhan va t6 chirc
qua Donor Box.

Trong nhiing ngay dau hoat dong, cach déy khoang 3 thang, cac ctra hang vai phai dong cura vi vay
nhom phai chat vat vé ngudn cung, Kristina Wong cho biét. Tir ngudn hién ting cta ban bé biang
quan 4o cil, vai vun, ddy chun hay bang d6 tir ban bé, ¢6 cho biét nhom di dung chung dé 1am thanh
khau trang.

Gi0 day, quy trinh dugc chuyén nghi€p hoa hon khi mot s6 chi em tim nguén nguyén li€u, nhirng
nguoi khac chuyén cat vai va luon day chun, va mdt so khac thi chuyén may. C6 nhiing “ba c6”
duoc giao nhiém vu chuyén giam sat viéc chuyén do dé dam bao khau trang dugc dua dén noi.

Khi cac cudc biéu tinh sau cai chét ciia ngudi dan ong My gbe Phi, Goerge Floyd, duéi tay canh sat
da tring, Auntie Sewing Squad di cung cap khau trang mién phi cho nhiing ngudi tham gia biéu
tinh. Vi viéc 1am dé, Mai-Linh cho ring Auntie Sewing Squad con 1a mot nhom rit ¢6 “nhan thirc
vé chinh tri va x4 hoi”.

Dbi voi Duyen, ¢6 nhan thay ¥ nghia cua nhitng gi ma Auntie Sewing Squad mang lai theo cach
nhin ctia dao Phat. “Khi t6i may khau trang cho nhiing cong nhan nong trai & Oxnard, t6i thiy cam
dong vi biét rang nhitng khau trang t6i may s& dugc deo trén mat nhitng nguoi thu hoach thuc pham
ma sau do6 s€ dugc dua 1én ban an cua toi”.

Auntie Sewing Squad 1a mot vi du dién hinh vé su két ndi va theo Duyen, “né 1a bai hoc t6t nhat dé
thay tat ca ching ta cung két ndi thé nao gitra dai dich nay”.

Dbi véi Kristina Wong, gan 4 thang vira qua 1a mot cudc chay dua marathon va co khong biét
Auntie Sewing Squad s€ tiép tuc bao lau ntra nhung mot diéu c0 biét chéc 1a ~chung nao con nhén
dugc yéu cau tir nhitng cong dong dé ton thuong thi nhom con tiép tuc may khau trang mién phi. D6
1a cach dé Auntie Sewing Squad noéi réng: “T6i mudn ban c6 duoc su bao vé nay. Toi mubn ban
thiy duogc sy cham soc ctia chiing t6i”.

Duyen ndi ¢o sé tiép tyc may khau trang cho t61 khi dai dich két thuc. Con Mai-Linh clng s€ danh

nhig thoi gian ranh 10i cia ¢6 dé tiép tuc may nhimng chiéc khau trang day ¥ nghia cho dén khi nao
chiing khong con can nita.


https://donorbox.org/auntie-sewing-squad

